Expedition Log

Around Spitsbergen
18th July – 28th July 2008

M/V Antarctic Dream

The Antarctic Dream was built in 1961 in Holland as a Chilean navy ship. Four years
ago the present Chilean owners bought the ship and refurbished it and turned it into
a passenger ship, suitable to sail in Arctic and Antarctic waters.
The ship can take a maximum of 84 passengers, 5 expedition staff, 13 hotel staff and
crew and 20 nautical crew members. It is 81 metres (274 feet) long, 12 metres (39
feet) wide, and has a draft of 4.6 metres (15 feet).

With
Captain Ernesto Barria Vargas
and his Chilean and Filipino Crew
including
1st Mate: Mauricio Vilches
2nd Mate: Juan Condeza Parra
3rd Mate: Arnaldo Martin Ventancú
Chief engineer: Eduardo Hernandez Silva
Ice Master: Aleksey Nazarov
Boatswain and Zodiac Driver: Ernesto Fernandez Ojeda
Able Seaman and Zodiac Driver: Alfredo Ivani Hernandez
Stewardesses: Kristyll May Yee, Patricia Sola, Ana Grace Lapu, Vanessa Abril
Stewards: Wendell Buendia, Ramil Bombay, Joel Narciso
and
Expedition Leader: Robin Buzza (Norway/UK)
Guide/Lecturer: Jordi Plana (Citizen of the World)
Guide/Lecturer: Christophe Gouraud (France)
Guide/Lecturer: Arjen Drost (The Netherlands)
Guide/Lecturer: Eleonora Ilieva (Bulgaria)
Hotel Manager: Alan Hogan (Canada)
Head Chef: Tobias Fritz (Austria)
Sous Chef: Mario Hribernik (Austria)
Ship’s Physician: Dr. Gabriele Calmez (Germany)
Bartender: Franco Calvano (Argentina)
English/German translator: Viola Dewit (Germany)

And 86 of us from Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada,
Chile, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, the Philippines, Russia
Federation, Spain, Switzerland, UK (including Northern Ireland) & USA.
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18th July 2008 – Longyearbyen (78°14’ N / 15°39’ E)
Air temperature: 8°C (4:00 pm), cloudy.

“Great things have small beginnings”
Sir Francis Drake

We all arrived at the pier of Longyearbyen around 4:00 pm to board on the Antarctic
Dream. There we were welcomed by our friendly staff who guided us to our cabins
where most of our luggage was already waiting for us. Only few bags were missing,
but a little later they were still brought on board. Our Expedition Leader, Robin
Buzza now called us to the dining room for our welcome onboard speech. Before Robin
started, Captain Ernesto Barria Vargas welcomed us and wished us a good and safe
journey.
Now
Robin
Photo by Jonneke van Eijsden.
introduced us to the
hotel and expedition
staff and we got an
introduction to the ship.
During this briefing we
left the harbour of
Longyearbyen and sailed
out
into
Isfjorden.
Shortly after Robin was
finished, we were called
back into the dining
room for a mandatory
safety on board briefing
by Mauricio Vilches, the first officer, followed by a life boat drill.
So far, we all knew how to behave on the ship and a bit later on, the Filipino crew
brought out our first dinner, prepared by the Austrian chefs Tobias and Mario. This
was also our first opportunity to get to know our fellow passengers a little better.
We came from many different countries and had different stories to tell, so soon the
conversations started during our meal. Meanwhile we sailed through Isfjorden,
followed by Fulmars, Brünnich’s Guillemots and sometimes even some Puffins.
Tired after our long journeys, we all turned in early, looking forward to an exciting
trip ahead.

3

Around Spitsbergen onboard Antarctic Dream from 18th July to 28th July 2008

19th July 2008 – Krossfjord (14th July Glacier, 79°08' N / 11°49' E)
& Ny-Ålesund (78°55' N / 11°56' E)
Air temperature: 6°C, cloudy

“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step”
Lao Tsu

Overnight the Captain and his Chilean crew brought the ship north Fjord and we woke
up in the 14th of Julybukta, close to the glacier that has the same name. But before
we got ashore Robin had to brief us on how we should behave ashore and in the
zodiacs. Oceanwide Expeditions is a member of AECO, and Viola was so kind to give a
German translation for those passengers who did not understand English.
It was already time to bring to practice the things we learned this morning. So we
dressed warmly, put on our life jackets, turned our tags and went to the zodiacs for
our first zodiac cruise. We started near a nice bird cliff, inhabited with Brünnich’s
Guillemots and several Puffins and Black Guillemots. On the top of the cliffs the
Glaucous Gulls were waiting for an unguarded chick. After a while, we continued
towards the glacier. It was a really nice experience to be close to such a large glacier!
A little further, the fjord was covered with smaller and larger icebergs that we
drove into. On a few of the larger ice floes Bearded Seals were hauling out. These
seals were quite lazy and did not mind us coming closer and closer. Sometimes they
looked up, wondering what those weird black and orange ice floes next to them were,
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but apparently we were not really a threat, as they went back to sleep after a brief
look.
After we all had a good look at several seals, the drivers beached the zodiacs and we
had our first wet landing of the cruise. Some of us went for a short walk towards the
glacier, while others had a look at the tundra's flora: plants, such as the Moss
Campion, the Hawkweed-leaved Saxifrage and some polar willows. Underneath the
bird cliff we saw some grazing reindeers and breeding pink-footed geese. Shortly
after that, we had to go back towards the landing site again to board the ship. There
our chefs had prepared another wonderful lunch. During lunch Arjen told us
something about Ny-Ålesund, the place of our landing in the afternoon. Ny-Ålesund
used to be a mining community, but after some mining accidents in the 1960s, mining
was ceased and it was turned into a research settlement. There were several
attractions ashore. Robin and Arjen took us to the mast, where Amundsen and Nobile
tied their airships on before their transpolar journey in 1926 and 1928. Next to the
mast a Svalbard Reindeer was grazing. Back in the village some of us went to the
souvenir shop, or posted their postcards in the world northernmost "post office".
Others went for a tour around town and read a little more about the different
research buildings or enjoyed the bird's life, with the Red Phalarope, a Red-throated
Diver and an Ivory Gull as the highlights. Another highlight was the Arctic Foxes that
had a den underneath one of the houses close to the harbour. At least one adult and
several cubs were seen, all marked by Dutch researchers, so they can be followed
individually.
After this last bit of
civilization
we
sailed
north, into the real
wilderness of the high
arctic. North… we are all
excited to see what lays
ahead of us. How far can
we get? How much ice
will there be? And will we
see Polar Bears...?
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20th July 2008 – Jakobsenbukta (79°47' N / 11°51' E), Woodfjorden
& Andøyane (79°41' N / 13°24' E), Liefdefjorden
& Monacobreen (79°32' N / 12°27' E)
Air temperature: 5°C, more or less low clouds & some rain in the evening

“To dine with a glacier on a sunny day is a glorious thing and makes feasts of meat and
wine ridiculous. The glacier eats hills and drinks sunbeams.”
John Muir

During the night the Captain
moved the ship around the
northwest corner and down into
Woodfjorden. When we woke up,
we
found
ourselves
in
Jacobsenbukta. The itinerary and
the guidebooks told us that the
area was good for easy tundra
walking, but all we could see there
was snow on the ground. The
guides quickly came up with a plan
“B”, that still involved a nice walk
for the people who wanted, but
now a little more uphill to the snow free patches. While the hikers enjoyed the views
of the snow covered valley and mountains, the others stayed near the beach, looking
at the Purple Sandpipers, Kittiwakes and Pink-footed Geese. Although the winter held
a firm grip on nature, some flowers used the snow free patches to make a start with
their short season. Purple Saxifrages, Mountain Avens and Arctic Bell Heather were
amongst the most numerous. With the nice weather and the uphill hiking many people
learned the need for layered clothes, as they could easily take some things off. But
even with fewer clothes on, it still remained hot, despite the winter scenery.
At 11:30 am everybody was back on the ship, and the Captain moved the ship into
Liefdefjorden, towards the Andøyane. A little later, the first people were just
enjoying their lunch, when the announcement that we had all been waiting for came at
once: “Polar Bear!!” By the time we got our binoculars and cameras out, two more had
appeared on the ridge. A mother and two six month old cubs!! The Captain did a great
job bringing us as close as possible. The bears were walking on one of the islands and
were followed in the water by a boat! Apparently, that was a BBC camera crew,
filming them. Robin had a word with them and agreed not to be too much in their way.
After we finished our lunch we headed quickly into the zodiacs for a tour around the
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islands. As we were cruising around the
largest island, the bear family suddenly
made an appearance again. As the
camera crew was now here in sight we
decided to shorten our observation. At
that moment we were even closer and
we all had good looks on their family
life; we even saw the two cubs suckling
the breast of their mother! After a
while we moved out again and headed towards one of the other islands. Here we had a
landing and we walked a little around on this small island. We saw several Red
Phalaropes, Arctic Terns and Purple Sandpipers, the last two protecting their nests in
their natural way. The Arctic Terns were dive bombing us fiercely, while the Purple
Sandpipers tried to lead us away from the nest by pretending to be injured. We also
saw some nice flowers again, like the Mountain Avens, Purple and Tufted Saxifrage.
Back in the zodiacs we cruised for a while before we got back to the ship. Antarctic
Dream sailed further into Liefdefjorden, towards the Monacobreen. During dinner we
anchored there, causing some disturbance in the dining room. The meal was soon
finished and people rushed for their binoculars and cameras to have a look at this
magnificent glacier. Unfortunately, the weather had not improved and there was a
little bit of rain. It was quite surprising for Robin and Arjen to see a rock being 500m
away from the glacier at the present, while they were both sure it could not be seen
a few years ago. Apparently the glacier had retreated that much in only a few years
time. After half an hour we sailed away from the glacier and Liefdefjorden. On the
way, the Captain steered the ship almost towards a large iceberg, sailing in close
proximity to it. Even Franco, the bartender, came out to get some new ice for his bar!
After a short stop there we moved on towards “the pack”. Most of us were already
asleep when we reached it. Just after midnight the first ice was seen at the horizon
(79°55' N / 14°18' E) and at 00:25 am we were awoken up, first by the sound of the
ship bumping into the pack ice, and a little later by Robin's announcement that we had
reached the ice edge. Our goal for
tonight was the island of Moffen, to
look for some Walrus hauling out on
the ice. Robin, Christophe, Arjen,
the Chilean crew and several
passengers were up at this late hour,
but none could find any Walrus, so
we all went to bed, looking forward
to our day in the ice.
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21st July 2008 – Pack ice (80°33,5' N…1049km from the North Pole!)
& POLAR BEAR (80°32' N / 17°33' E)
Air temperature: 2 to 7°C, high clouds & blue sky

“The ice was here, the ice was there, the ice was all around. It cracked and growled and
roared and howled like noises in a swound”
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, from the Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner

This morning we woke up in
the ice and just after
breakfast the first group of
Walrus was sighted. The
Captain steered the ship
really close, so we could have
a great look on these massive
seals, hauling out on an ice
floe. We now moved on,
towards the ice. In the
meantime Arjen gave a
lecture about the birds of Spitsbergen. He went over thirty species, the most
common birds and gave some information about their identification and ecology. At
the end of his lecture, scraping sounds against the hull showed that we had reached
area dense with ice. We all went out to have a look at this spectacular icescape. Ice
as far as the eye could see. We were immediately followed by large groups of
Kittiwakes and Fulmars. They were taking advantage of us pushing ice floes away and
with this exposing the small Polar Cod that were underneath. Quite often we saw one
diving into the water, immediately followed by several others, trying to steal his
prize.
As we were enjoying this real polar icescape immensely, we were all waiting for that
one announcement. It came at noon: “A Polar Bear is sighted, at 10 o’clock!” We all
struggled at first to find it, as it was just a very small yellow dot, even through our
binoculars. But we came closer and closer, even though there was a lot of ice. The
bear was obviously not interested in us, and kept going his own way, away from the
ship. At 1:00 pm we got reasonable close and everybody got nice views of the “King of
the Arctic” in its natural environment - walking around the ice at a slow but steady
pace, jumping over obstacles without much effort. Just when Alan called for lunch,
the bear went further away from our sight, walking on the ice, and we left him alone.
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After lunch we spent some more time at the pack ice as we sailed towards the
northern entrance of Hinlopenstretet. The conditions were good, not too thick ice, a
little bit of sunshine and good visibility. The expedition team therefore decided to
move further north-east towards the Sjuøyane. However, the ice decided different.
After making our way through the ice for some hours and making only 2 knots in a few
hours it was decided to turn around. Many of us stayed out on deck or on the bridge,
enjoying the magnificent polar icescape, the Ringed Seals on the ice and the groups
of Harp Seal in the water. After a while we left the ice and headed into open water
again. At 3:00 pm Jordi gave a lecture about the whales of the Arctic and most of us
learned a lot about these interesting mammals. Dinner was just served when another
Polar Bear was found. The Captain and his crew changed course immediately, so we
could enjoy our fifth bear while having dinner. However, as soon as we had finished
our main course, the bear had come so close to the ship, that only few waited for the
dessert. Despite the cold, all of us went outside on the front deck to see how close
this bear would come. As little as the first bear of the day was interested in us, the
more this one was. After the ship had stopped, the bear came closer and closer.
Every time when he had approached us somewhat closer, he laid down on the ice to
observe us for a while. Being convinced that this large red and white thing did not
pose any danger, he came a little closer again. Now he lied down again, and the whole
thing repeated itself. In the end he was no more then 10m away from the ship!
Meanwhile, we were all happy with the digital era, as we could now take as many
pictures as we wanted, without worrying about the costs. After two hours the bear
had seen enough of us, got up and walked away, leaving behind a very happy and cold
crowd. We all sensed that this was a very special encounter with a wild animal that
was just as curious about us, as we were about him.
Back in the dining room/bar there was enough to talk about and even more pictures to
be looked at.
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22nd July 2008 – Crozierpynten (79°55' N / 16°50' E), Sorgfjorden
& Murchisonfjorden (80°02' N / 18°13' E)

Air temperature: 5 to 6 °C, beautiful sunshine!!

“The silence of those infinite spaces terrifies me”
Blaise Pascal

This morning we found ourselves at anchor in Sorgfjorden, which is the name of a
small fjord in the northeastern edge of Spitsbergen, and translated into English
means “fjord of grief”. It was named after the northernmost sea battle that took
place here in 1693, when 40 Dutch whaling vessels were chased by three French Menof-War. Thirteen were captured, while the remaining whalers escaped. Our purpose
was a lot more peaceful, as we just wanted to walk around and explore the area. We
went ashore near some remains of old huts of the “Arc-de-meridian-expedition” in
1899-1900. Here we split up in three groups, one for a longer walk led by Ellie and
Jordi, a shorter one led by Robin and Christophe, and a group that walked along the
beach with Arjen. All groups saw more or less the same things: nice patterned soil,
Purple Sandpipers, Arctic Terns, some Reindeers and two Arctic Skuas. The weather
got better and many of us took off a few layers. One of the nicest things about this
place was the complete silence, only broken by some terns or running water.
During lunch we sailed across Hinlopenstretet towards Nordaustlandet and into
Murchisonfjorden. The further we came into this island-filled fjord, the more ice we
saw. When we approached our intended landing site, Crozierpynten, we realised that
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landing would be impossible due to the large amount of ice on the shore. Instead, we
decided to take a zodiac cruise in the ice. After some zodiac starting problems we all
had a great tour in really nice weather; lots of ice, several groups of Walrus on that
ice, Black and Brünnich’s Guillemots in the water and beautiful islands. On two of
those islands a large cross was placed. These crosses are the only remaining Pomor
crosses, and are several hundred years old. After more than a couple of hours we all
were quite cold and wanted to have a hot drink, so we headed back to the ship. During
dinner the Captain sailed out of Murchisonfjorden. He took a different route as the
way up, this time one with a lot more ice. The Antarctic Dream looked like an
icebreaker! Like yesterday we were slowly making our way through the ice that
completely surrounded us. And also like yesterday, dinner time also meant Polar Beartime. Only this one did not like us that much and was only seen running away from us
at a large distance. After dinner many of us went out on deck or stayed in the dining
room to enjoy the scenery, the beautiful weather and some even stayed up for their
first midnight sun.
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23rd July 2008 – Rock near Alkefjellet (79°34' N / 18°28' E)
& Hinlopenstretet
Air temperature: -1°C, foggy

“To see the greatness of a mountain, one must keep one’s distance…….”
Anagarika Brahmacari Govinda

“Human effort is not futile, but Man fights against the giant force of Nature in a spirit of
humility”
Sir Ernest Shackleton

Overnight the good weather had
disappeared, our goal for this
morning,
Alkefjellet,
was
covered in fog and zodiac
cruising was not really an option.
Instead the Captain brought the
Antarctic Dream close to the
cliffs, so we could still see some
of the nesting Brünnich's
Guillemot. However, it turned
out to be too close, as we got
stuck on a rock after a while. The Captain called us all into the dining room, where he
briefed us on our situation. He informed us that the ship had no damage, no holes and
that we had sent out a request for help. According to the sailing chart the depth at
this place was 38 meters, but apparently it was a lot less. Our help came around
lunchtime when the Nordsyssel, the ship of the Svalbard's Governor, came and tried
to get us free. As the water had dropped the first attempt was in vain. For us this
meant that we had to wait a little longer for the tide to rise again. In the mean time
another ship of Oceanwide
Expeditions, the Grigoriy
Mikheev also had come to
the rescue. At high tide,
at 5:00 pm the two ships
started to pull off and,
helped by the main engine
of the Antarctic Dream,
we finally got free. Now we
were again called to the
dining room and were
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briefed again by the Captain. He informed us that we were sailing on our own power
again and were in much deeper waters. The ship had been checked, and all systems
were running and no visible damage could be found. The best news was that the
Norwegian authorities had cleared the ship and we could continue our expedition.
After a German translation by Viola, she also thanked the Captain and his crew for all
their efforts in giving us the best possible views and for all the work they did to get
us free again today.
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24th July 2008 – Olgastretet towards Freemansundet
Air temperature: 0 to 3°C, foggy…

“A journey is a person in itself; no two are alike. And all plans, safeguards, policies and
coercion are fruitless. We find after years of struggle that we do not take a trip;
a trip takes us.”
John Steinbeck

Last night, when we approached our anchorage near Augustabukta the fog appeared
again. When we woke up this morning, it was still there. In addition to this, there was
a south-westerly breeze, bringing up the pack ice towards us. Because we did not
want to get stuck in the ice and we could not go ashore, we decided to move the ship
south, towards Freemansundet, the strait between Edgeøya and Barentsøya.
While we were sailing, Arjen gave a lecture about the private life of a Barnacle
Goose, which he had observed and studied for nine months. The fog continued over
lunch and after we finished our meals, the lecture program also continued. First
Christophe gave a lecture about the adaptations of plants and animals to life in these
cold climates and after that Ellie gave a lecture with a general overview of Svalbard.
To make things more complicated for the navigators on the bridge, in addition to the
dense fog, there was thick pack ice. It would have been really good for Polar Bears, if
we just could have seen them…
Just before dinner the fog lifted and we arrived at the eastern entrance of
Freemansundet. We intended to go ashore there after dinner for a short walk
towards a Kittiwake colony, but then the fog came again, making us stay on the ship.
Instead some movies were shown and we had a nice and relaxing evening in the bar,
hoping that we would be able to go ashore the next day.
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25th July 2008 – Kapp Lee (78°05' N / 20°44' E), Edgeøya
& Sailing in Storfjorden
Air temperature: 4 to 7°C, foggy again…but zodiac cruise, finally!!!

“The Earth does not belong to Man, Man belongs to the Earth.
All things are connected like the blood that unites us all. Man did not weave the web of life.
He is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself.”
Chief Seattle

When we were having
breakfast Robin had
good and bad news
for us. The good
news was that the
Vavilov
had
seen
Walrus hauling out on
the beach. The bad
news was that there
was still fog around
and there was a Polar
Bear sleeping in the
same area. This would
prevent us from going ashore, but we were going to have a look around with the
zodiacs. Everybody was excited to leave the ship again after 2 days hanging around.
Soon we saw the Walrus on the beach. There were about 50 Walrus on the beach and
several in the water. The ones in the water were really curious about us, coming only
within a few meters of the zodiacs. A bit further on the beach we could see many
bones, a sad memory of the time when Walruses were hunted. After a while we went
around the corner to see if we could find the Polar Bear. First we found a group of
around hundred Pink-footed Geese swimming in the waters along the coastline. Just a
bit further down the coast we did see the Polar Bear. It was sleeping higher on the
slopes and lifted his head to look at us a few times. It was obvious the bear was on
land already for some time, as he was quite dirty with sand. He did not seem to be
much bothered by us, but after a few minutes he stood up and walked away.
We now returned to the Walruses on the beach to have another look at them. The
Walrus in the water had left, but there was some more action on land. Some Walruses
started fighting with each other, punching around with their tusks. Back on board we
enjoyed our lunch. During lunch Arjen told us some things about the animals we had
seen in the morning. He also told us that, because of the fog and the danger of Polar
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Bears we were not going ashore at Sundneset, but instead we would be heading for
Hornsund, the place we wanted to be the next morning. During our cruise there were
two lectures again. First Arjen gave a lecture about the Changing Arctic, where he
showed us the effects of the changing climate that can be seen in the Arctic. After
the 4 o'clock tea Robin and Arjen shared some Polar Bear stories. Arjen showed two
video fragments of Polar Bears attacking Walrus. After this Robin told us more about
the biology of Polar Bears, with some stories of his encounters with Polar Bears when
he was dog sledding in Spitsbergen.
After these lectures we enjoyed another nice dinner and quiet evening, hoping the
weather would hold until next day, so we could really set foot ashore again.
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26th July 2008 – Brepollen (76°58' N / 16°34' E), Hornsund
& Gåshamna = Goose bay (76°57' N / 15°52' E), Hornsund
& BBQ in Burgerbukta (77°01' N / 15°56' E), Hornsund
Air temperature: 9°C, sunny and windy in the morning, overcast in the evening
“The world is a book and those who do not travel read only one page”
St. Augustine

Wonder o wonder, we are out of
the fog!! The fog is all around
us, but not in our bay. We don’t
have bright sunshine yet, but at
least we can see further than
the bow of the ship and we can
even see land. Land in this case
was Brepollen in Hornsund and
we were heading for it. The
more the clouds lifted, the
better we could see the
spectacular
scenery
of
Hornsund. Many glaciers, great mountains and after a while the sun even came out.
First we had a nice walk on an old moraine of a glacier. At the beach we were
welcomed by an Ivory Gull, which contrasted nicely with the dark beach. We didn’t
see many flowers, just bare stones, but we found some Polar Bear tracks and even
some fur. But it was really good to be able to stretch our legs again. After a walk of
one and a half hour we went back to the zodiacs for a cruise along the glacier. It was
really nice to come close to the 20 meters high glacier front and cruise among the
crackling bergy bits. The
glacier was quite calm, but
some bits and pieces were
seen falling off. In the
fjord, we saw several Black
Guillemots, Arctic Terns,
Kittiwakes and even several
groups of Little Auks. After
a good hour we got cold, so
we went back to the ship.
During lunch we sailed a
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little more towards the entrance of Hornsund to go ashore at Gåshamna. Here Arjen
told us something about the whalers graves and blubber oven remains that could be
seen there and about whaling in general. Now we knew why we had hardly seen any
whales. Apart from the whaler graves we could also see remains of the “Arc-deMeridian-expedition” of 1899-1900, the same expedition we had already seen in
Sorgfjorden, only a few days ago, but it seemed ages ago. Here we also saw a pair of
Arctic Skua, which got a little nervous as we were standing quite close to their chick.
We could see the chick, but its brown plumage camouflaged it very well. The people
who walked a little further could see very nice patterned soil, caused by the freezing
and refreezing of the soil.
Back on the ship the chefs had prepared a nice surprise BBQ for us which we enjoyed
looking out over the magnificent scenery of Burgerbukta, another bay in Hornsund.
The party that followed the BBQ lasted until the late hours.
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27th July 2008 – Grumantbyen (78°11’ N / 15°04’ E), Isfjorden
& Skansbukta (78°31’ N / 16°02’ E), Isfjorden

Air temperature: 6°C and overcast in the morning; 12°C and sunny in the afternoon
“Strange: There is always sadness on departure. It is as if I cannot after all bear lo leave this
bleak waste of ice, glaciers, cold and toil."
Fridtjof Nansen

Still a bit sleepy from
last nights dancing we
were woken by Robin
earlier today. We were
now in Isfjord, and a
little
bit
back
to
civilization. One of the
disadvantages of that
was that there were
more ships around. And
one of them happened to
be right at the spot
where we wanted to go ashore. So Robin quickly decided to move a little bit further
towards Grumantbyen, an old deserted Russian mining settlement. When we came
ashore we were all surprised by the large amount of vegetation that was growing near
the buildings. Different species of saxifrage, like Drooping and Hawkweed-leaved
Saxifrage and several species of grass. As soon as we all got ashore, Robin gave us a
short lecture about mining on Spitsbergen and the Russian presence on Spitsbergen.
Grumantbyen was founded in 1916 and during the cold war, Longyearbyen and
Grumantbyen were the closest eastern and western villages without a border line
between them. After this short talk we were allowed to walk around a little, enjoying
the vegetation, the scenery and the birdlife. High on the mountains there were
colonies of Kittiwake, Brunnich’s Guillemot and Little Auk which fertilized the soil
underneath, causing the lush vegetation. Under the cliffs at least two Arctic Foxes
were heard, but only one could be found at a large distance. After this brief
encounter with civilization we left again, deeper into Isfjord and up Billefjord
towards Skansbukta. After lunch we went ashore. Again we were allowed to walk
around within a certain area. Close to the landing site we found remains of an old
gypsum mine and a cabin. We were given the opportunity to join Christophe and Jordi
for a long walk, or to stay closer to the landing site to have a closer look at the
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vegetation and the cultural remains. The long walkers had a good time stretching
their legs, looking at an Arctic Fox and enjoyed the spectacular scenery of Billefjord.
People who stayed on the beach had a good time sun bathing and saw nice plant
species like the Boreal Jacobs-ladder, Svalbard Poppy and Bluff Cinquefoil. From a
Norwegian family that had spent the weekend in Skansbukta we learned that our
rock-incident had made us popular, at least in Longyearbyen.
Back on board we enjoyed our last dinner together, after which we got our farewell
speach by the Captain and Robin. Meanwhile we headed back towards Longyearbyen,
with its cars, cell phones and other blessings of civilization. Many of us will look back
at this memorable expedition, knowing that our footprints will disappear, but our
memories will last forever.

“I have been there, I have seen it, and I would go again.
Its like a little heaven above”

After Sir Vivian Fuchs
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Longyearbyen
th
Krossfjord (14 July Glacier)
Ny-Ålesund
Jakonbsenbukta
Andøyane
Monacobreen
POLAR BEAR
Crozierpynten
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Murchisonfjorden
Alkefjellet
Kapp Lee
Brepollen
Gåshamna = Goose Bay
Burgerbukta
Grumantbyen
Skansbukta
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Species list around Spitsbergen
On board Antarctic Dream 21 – 28 July 2008
English Name
Red-throated Di ver
Northern Fulmar
Pink-footed Goose
Barnacle Goose
Long-tailed Duck
Common Eider
Ringed Plover
Purple Sandpiper
Grey/Red Phalarope
Arctic Skua
Great Skua
Black-legged Kittiwake
Great black-backed Gull
Glaucous Gull
Ivory Gull
Arctic Tern
Brünnich’s Guillemot
Black Guillemot
Puffin
Little Auk
Snow Bunting

Scientific Name
Gavia stellata
Fulmarus glacialis
Anser brachyrhynchus
Branta leucopsis
Clangula hyemalis
Somateria mollissima
Charadrius hiaticula
Calidris maritima
Phalaropus fulicarius
Stercorarius parasiticus
Stercorarius skua
Rissa tridactyla
Larus marinus
Larus hyperboreus
Pagophilla eburnea
Sterna paradisaea
Uria lomvia
Cepphus grylle
Fratercula arctica
Alle alle
Plectrophenax nivalis

Polar Bear
Arctic Fox
Svalbard Reindeer
Bearded Seal
Harp Seal
Walrus

Ursus maritimus
Alopex lagopus
Rangifer tarandus platyrhynchus
Erignathus barbatus
Phoca groenlandica
Odobenus rosmarus

Minke Whale

Balaenoptera acutorostrata
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Flora
(probably not exhaustive)

Arctic mouse-ear (Cerastium arcticum)

Yellow mountain saxifrage (Saxifraga aizoides)

Moss campion (Silene acaulis)

Tufted saxifrage (Saxifraga cespitosa)

Polar stoloniferous saxifrage (Saxifraga flagellaris)

Alpine bistort (Polygonum viviparum)

Purple saxifrage (Saxifraga oppositifolia)

Mount ain avens (Dryas octopetala)

Arctic bell-heater (Cassiope tetragona)

Svalbard poppy (Papaver dahlianum)

Northern wood-rush (Luzula confusa)

Boreal Jacob's ladder (Polemonium boreale)

Whitlow grasses (Draba sp.)

Hairy lousewort (Pedicuaris hirsuta)

Polar campion (Silene uralensis)
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Total length of this trip
953 nm / 1765 km
Text by Arjen Drost & Ellie Ilieva
Photos by Christophe Gouraud
Map / Text / Photos customized by Christophe Gouraud &Jordi Plana
Animal & plant species list by Christophe Gouraud

Oceanwide Expeditions
Bellamypark 9
NL–4381 CG Vlissingen
The Netherlands

Tel. +31 118 410 410
Fax +31 118 410 417
Website: www.oceanwide–expeditions.com
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Name
Robin Buzza (Expedition Leader)
Christophe Gouraud (Guide)
Jordi Plana Morales (Guide)
Ellie Ilieva (Guide)
Arjen Drost (Guide)

e-mail

Tobias Fritz (Head Chef)
Franco Calvano (Bartender)
Mauricio Vilches (Chief Officer)

arctic@awe.no
kagouilles@gmail.com
jordi_plana@yahoo.es
eleonorailieva@gmail.com
Arjendrost@natureview.nl
http://www.natureview.nl
tobias.fritz@running-chef.com
donrrata@yahoo.com.ar
mauricio_vilches@hotmail.com

Viola de Wit
Nigel & Gill Stansfield
Jo Stansfield & Chris Delay
Priska & Adrian Annaheim
Silke Koslowsky
Alfred Diebold
Irene & Henning Ollinger
Saskia Hornivius
Joerg Hornivius
Brigitte Selinger
Dr. Wolfgang Galonska
Jane Mueller & Jim Polus
Drs. S. Hagenbeck
Jack Weber & Kay Hop wood
Chris harris
Claudia Schmutz
Bernhard Herzig
Glazyrin Vadim
Glazyrina Irina
Koslowsky Helga & Wolfgang
Elke Kroeger
Peter De Vreese
Achim KOEPF
Marten van der Wal
Harald Thoma
Wim Geilvoet
Joop Konings
Koslowsky Helga & Wolfgang

viola@ibfritsch.de
g.r.stansfield@herts.ac.uk
jo@painted-dream.co.uk
pannaheim@aol.com
Silke-koslowsky@t-online.de
Alfred.diebold@gmx.net
hentobs@gmail.com
saskiahornivius@gmail.com
aesculix@aol.com
b.selinger@t-online.de
w.galonska@taylorwessing.com
jmjpseattle@comcast.net
www.hagenbeck-stables.nl
cloudscan@yahoo.co.uk
cjh@ecs.soton.ac.uk
Claudia.schmutz@bluewin.ch
Bernhard.herzig@bluewin.ch
vadim@optek.ru
irina@optek.ru
HelgaWolfgangKoslowsky@t-online.de
Elke.kroeger@t-online.de
p.devreese@telenet.be
Achim.koepf@t-online.de
Ms.vdwal@tiscali.nl
harald-thoma@t-online.de
geilvoet@hotmail.com
koningsj@kpnmail.nl
HelgaWolfgangKoslowsky@t-online.de
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