Expedition Log

North-West Spitsbergen, East coast of
Greenland, Iceland
16th-29th August 2009

M/V Professor Multanovskiy
ПРОФЕССОР МУΛЬТАНОВСКИЙ

The Professor Multanovskiy is an ex-research vessel from the Hydrometeorologic Institute in Murmansk, Russia and
was built in 1985 in Finland. The ship can take a maximum of 80 passengers (including crew and staff). It measures
71.6 metres (236 feet) in length and 12.8 metres (42 feet) across the beam. It draws 4.5 meters (15 feet) which
enables it to move into relatively shallow waters. Its tonnage is 2140 tonnes. Professor Boris Pompeevich
Multanoskiy was a famous long-range weather forecaster born in the USSR in 1938. He died in 1976.
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With
Captain Alexander Pruss
and his Russian Crew
including
1st Mate: Alexey Morozov
2nd Mate: Victor Korobeynikov
3rd Mate: Sergey Starodubtsev
Radio Officer: Igor Karpov
Chief engineer: Sergey Gomzin
2nd Engineer: Oleg Gomersky
3rd Engineer: Sergey Zakharov
Electrician engineer: Andrey Bazhenov
Boatswain and Zodiac Driver: Alexander Kabisov
Deck rating: Anatoly Borisenko & Alexey Khanzyarov
Engine rating: Andrey Klimov & Alexey Soldatkin
Cook: Dmitry Volnov
Stewardesses: Svetlana Gorbuntsova, Olga Kocherina, Elena Shcherbakova,
Irina Storozhenko & Tamara Sukhova
and
Expedition Leader: Tarik Chekchak (France)
Guide/Lecturer: Louis Beyens, Prof. (Belgium)
Guide/Lecturer: Christophe Gouraud (France)
Guide/Lecturer: Rémy Marion (France)
Hotel Manager: Francis De Buck (Belgium)
Head Chef: Jocelyn Wilson (New-Zeland)
Sous Chef: Joe Labansin (Malaysia)
Ship’s Physician: Dr. Beate Ursula Josef Thier (Germany)

And 76 of us from Australia, Belgium, France, Germany, Israel, Italy,
Malaysia, the Netherlands, New Zeland, Russia Federation, Switzerland, UK
(including Northern Ireland) & USA.
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16th August 2009 – Longyearbyen (1)
Air temperature: 7°C (4:00 pm), sunny.

“Great things have small beginnings”
Sir Francis Drake

We boarded the ship around 16h00, and were welcomed on board by Christophe and Francis. After
getting familiarized with the ship, we had a welcome drink and word from the expedition leader
Tarik, who presented also the other staff members Rémy, Christophe, Louis and the hotel manager
Francis. The captain was busy with getting the ship to sea, but nevertheless had the time to say hello
by the intercom system. After the welcome drink we had the mandatory safety drill where we could
persuade ourselves of the robustness of the rescue boats. The evening ended with our first diner on
board. Meanwhile the ship sailed through Isfjorden and the first birds have been observed. Near the
mouth of the Isfjord, we had our first meeting with a whale: a Minke whale swam before the bow and
could be seen a few times later. A good start for this trip.
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17th August 2009 – Magdalenafjord (2), Gravneset, Gully Glacier,
Fuglesangen (3) & Holmia Bukta (4)
Air temperature: 2-5°C, sunny, cloudy and windy at the end of the day
“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step”
Lao Tsu

The morning begun with a lecture of Tarik
on the regulations and behaviour on land,
including some important safety
instructions regarding zodiac rides and
polar bear safety.
Our first landing was in the famous
Magdalenafjord, at Gravneset. It is one of
the places where men have founded
whaling stations. The killed mammals were
first towed on shore, and then processed.
This was a rather dangerous job to do, not
only for the whales, and many men died by accidents or by sickness. One main problem was the lack of
vitamin C, which induced scurvy. The effects of this sickness can be seen on skeletons. An important
source of this vitamin was the plant Cochleria offininalis, and the availability of this plant could mean
the difference between staying alive or going dead. But, at that time they were not aware of the
nutritional value of this plant.
Thereafter we started walking in the direction of the Gully Glacier .We split in a leisurely group and a
walking group. In the leisurely group some attention was paid to the plant growth. Different coloured
lichens were seen, and also a flowering Saxifraga cernua. Tracks of a polar fox and a polar bear were
printed in the sand near the beach. But time goes on, and therefore the zodiacs were calling in to
transport us near the glacier. We walked up the easy slope in the beginning of the glacier, which was
for many people their first glacier experience. At 13h15 everybody was back on board, and for a nice
lunch.
In the afternoon we passed through the Smeerenburgfjord. This is another area which has made
history by the Dutch whaling activities on Amsterdam Island. On the neighbouring Danskøya the
Swedish explorer Salomon Andrée started in 1897 his ill-fated balloon flight to the North Pole. He
did not get far, and disappeared for somewhat 30
years, after which the remains were found on
Kvitøya, an island in the east of Spitsbergen. Later
this afternoon Christophe presented us some data
on the ecology of the little auks as an introduction
to the next landing on the island of Fuglesangen.
We could settle us near the edge of the colony of
these little birds, and observe them sitting
sometimes less than 10 meters from us.
After dinner we made a zodiac cruise towards the
carcass of a fin whale in Holmia Bukta, with two
polar bears feeding on it, while three others could
be spotted on the nearby hillsides.
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18th August 2009 – Ytre Norskøya (5), Moffen Island (6), 80°26,628'
N…1062km from the North Pole!!
Air temperature: 1-4°C, overcast

“To dine with a glacier on a sunny day is a glorious thing and makes feasts of meat and
wine ridiculous. The glacier eats hills and drinks sunbeams.”
John Muir

The weather change which set in the evening before had set through, and a brisk breeze (6 on the
Beaufort scale) ran over the sea, bringing a light snow fall with it. Despite the less good conditions
we went onshore at Ytre Norskøya, where in the 17th century Dutch whalers earned their living. On
shore Tarik gave us a brief historical introduction, and we all went to visit the graveyard. Some
hundred sixty men lay buried here under stone heaps. We also saw the remnant of several ovens,
wherein the fat layer of the whale was processed till oil. Then we split into three groups, the walkers,
the walkers and the contemplators.
Meanwhile the conditions were not ameliorated, so the plan changed and after dinner we are heading
to Moffen Island. Meanwhile Louis gave a lecture on ‘What we should know about the poles”.
Moffen Island consists essentially from beaches made of sediments thrown up on the shallow sea
bottom by storms and currents coming from all directions. These beaches enclose a laguna. It is a
protected area and ships may not get closer than 300 meter. That because it is a hauling and resting
place for walrus. A group of 7 animals is lying close together, shedding their old pelt. Another three
can be seen swimming before the island. We keep heading north and cross the latitude of 80°N,
which has been celebrated with a drink.
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19th August 2009 – At sea towards Greenland
Air temperature: 2-5°C, overcast

“The ice was here, the ice was there, the ice was all around. It cracked and growled and
roared and howled like noises in a swound”
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, from the Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner

The ship has started his traverse to Greenland and we follow the ice-edge. In former times sailors
could see by the darker cloud above the sea-ice that there could be open water, and vice versa, the
reflection of light from the ice towards the base of the clouds gave them a whiter appearance, and
this so-called iceblink indicated the presence of sea-ice. Around 08h45 a polar bear was spotted by
Christophe on some heavier pack ice and the boat was directed towards it. Although we did not
approach it very close, we had a good sighting. It should not surprise us to see a bear here, it is really
the habitat where he is specialised in. Further observations were harp seals, and one Sabine’s gull.
Lectures were given by Rémy on climate change and polar bears, and by Christophe on the migration
of birds.
During the afternoon we leave the pack ice. The route of the ship has been adapted to avoid a
depression.
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20th August 2009 – At sea towards Greenland
Air temperature: 4°C, STORM!

“The silence of those infinite spaces terrifies me”
Blaise Pascal

During the morning, the ship sails through a very dispersed pack ice, with quite some harp seals. This
species is also bound to the ice, but is not found inshore, it is rather pelagic one. The harplike
pattern on the back is reached after reaching sexual maturity, after six (females) to eight (males)
years. Later on the morning, Tarik gives a lecture on polar ecology.
In the afternoon, lecturing is continued by Louis on the theme “Life in the Arctic”. It shows some
moments from his expeditions and tells on diverse topics as biology, archaeology, and geomorphology.
From the early evening we got under the influence of a depression near Iceland, generated more
wind. We can still enjoy the film Nanook of the North, which was made in the years 1921 by Flaherty.
It has now become a classic document. At night we come into the storm.
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21st August 2009 – Approaching Greenland & Foster Bugt – Myggbukta (7)
Air temperature: 4-7°C, still in the storm

“To see the greatness of a mountain, one must keep one’s distance…….”
Anagarika Brahmacari Govinda

The storm is still raging, reaching almost 9
Beaufort, which corresponds with a wind
speed of 20-25 m/s (we recorded a maximum
speed of 35.6 m/s!!!). Sea offers a formidable
spectacle especially when near the Greenlandic
coast a tabular iceberg is encountered. Waves
are running into it, and crash upon the flanks.
Some waves are reflected, running partly back
and interfering with the ones coming in.
When we arrive in Myggbukta we come in a
sheltered zone. A landing is done on
Fosterbugt where a hunting hut is situated
which dates back to 1921. It is a beautiful
place where we can observe our first musk
oxen. These impressive animals are very well
adapted to a life whole year round in the Arctic. They have long uppercoat hairs, and an undercoat of
very fine wool, qiviut named by the Inuit. It can be used to make clothing which is very light but also
very warm. Musk oxen are not always so good to see amongst the large boulders in a landscape. Lonely
bulls can be dangerous, since they will charge if disturbed. The only predator which will attack them
is, besides humans, the wolf. This animal is very rare, and at least in this region, they will not pose a
pressure upon the population. However, when under attack, they form a ring which enclosed calves, so
protecting them against the wolves. When observing a musk oxe, which first has followed us and than
ran away, the animal disturbed two arctic hares, which were very conspicuous against the darker
tundra.
When the zodiac drives back to the ship, a glimpse of a Greenlandic shark was spotted by the
appearance of his dorsal fins.
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22nd August 2009 – Kayser Franz Joseph Fjord (8), Blomsterbugten (9) &
Kong Oscar Fjord – Maria Island (10)
Air temperature: 5-12°C, fairly sunny

“A journey is a person in itself; no two are alike. And all plans, safeguards, policies and
coercion are fruitless. We find after years of struggle that we do not take a trip;
a trip takes us.”
John Steinbeck

The day starts somewhat cloudy, but in the
west patches of blue sky appear. We are now
in the Kaizer Franz Joseph Fjord, and
around 08h30 the ship cruises along a
relevant mountain called the Teufelsschloss,
meaning the castle of the devil. It towers a
1340m above us. The geological formations
here are really stunning. These are mainly
sediments of the so-called Eleonore Bay
group. The sediments were deposited in a
shallow sea, no deeper than 200m but during
quite several hundred millions of years, from
somewhat 950 till 610 millions years ago. At 09h30 we make a landing at Blomsterbugten at the small
land part connecting Gunnar Anderson land and Ymer Island. There is luxurious vegetation and some
plants are still found flowering, among them Pyrola grandiflora. A young red-throated diver was
observed on a small lake, while we heard the sound of the adults. Also here all groups could observe
the impressive musk oxen. They are really animals from prehistorical times. Fossil bones, dating from
the last ice age, have been found among others in Belgium. Not alone remains of animals, but also
fossil leaves and pollen grains of arctic-alpine plants as Dryas octopetala are witnesses of these cold
periods in earth’s history. In the afternoon we did a zodiac cruise among some icebergs.
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23rd August 2009 – Mariagerfjord (11), Emmanuel Glacier (12) &
Lillefjord (13)
Air temperature: 2-11°C, fairly sunny

“The Earth does not belong to Man, Man belongs to the Earth.
All things are connected like the blood that unites us all. Man did not weave the web of life.
He is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself.”
Chief Seattle

This was a polar bear day. In the first
intended landing place, which was in the
Mariagerfjord, a female bear with a cub
was spotted. She was clearly frightened,
and ran away with the small young following
her. The captain stopped the boat, because
it is dangerous to chase these animals.
Rémy explained why: they get easily
overheated, and also spend a lot of energy
while this is needed to survive the summer
time. So we headed toward the next fjord
with the Emmanuel glacier. A short
exploration zodiac trip was done by Tarik, Rémy and Louis. They noticed some glaucous gulls and
ravens together which is always a good indication that some food is present. Carefully they
approached it and noticed fresh tracks of a polar bear, and immediately thereafter the animal was
seen on a snow patch. Instead of having a immediate landing, we made a zodiac cruise. Meanwhile the
bear has decided to leave the vicinity of the landing spot, so a short landing was made to have the
opportunity to photograph stranded pieces of ice.
In the afternoon, we made two landings not so far from Cape Hodgson in Lille fjord. The first one led
us towards a recent hunting hut. The most conspicuous features were the big polygons, soil features
associated with permafrost and the freezing and unfreezing of the upper soil layer. The second
landing took us to a landscape shaped by a retreating glacier, with moraines and a remnant ice tongue
covered with sediments and stones. Near the coast a laguna was present.
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24th August 2009 – Denmark Island (14), Rødefjord (15) & Renodde
Peninsula (16)
Air temperature: 5-14°C, fairly sunny with some clouds in the evening

“The world is a book and those who do not travel read only one page”
St. Augustine

Our first visit of the day was on Denmark Island,
where remains can be seen of Palaeo-Inuit
cultures, the Saqqaq culture (2500 – 800 BC) and
the Thule culture, which arrived in Northern
Greenland in the 12th Century. This is a very good
nice site for a stroll. The raven was present, but
also a moth, and the common plants found in a dry
heath tundra. The mosquitoes gave us another
view of life on the tundra.
In the afternoon, we had a long zodiac cruise along
the icebergs near Røde Island. As its name tells
us, the island has a red colour by red sandstones
probably from the Old Red sediments, dating from
the Devonian period (410 – 355 Million Years ago).
The beauty of this island equals that of the icebergs. As icebergs do, they shed pieces of ice, big
ones and small ones. One zodiac was near one when a huge piece felt into the water, creating a big
wave.
After dinner we landed on Renodde Peninsula. Again a luxurious vegetation with blueberries and
observations of musk oxen. This evening was closed by the late sunrays illuminating the flanks of the
hills, getting them in a reddish colour which was mirrored in the sea.

11

North-west Spitsbergen, East coast of Greenland, and Iceland from 16th to 29th August 2009

25th August 2009 – Eielson Glacier - Rypefjord (17), Cape Hofmann
Peninsula (18), Øfjord & BBQ in Jyttes Port (19)
Air temperature: 6-12°C, overcast

“Strange: There is always sadness on departure. It is as if I cannot after all bear lo leave
this bleak waste of ice, glaciers, cold and toil."
Fridtjof Nansen

On 06h00 in the morning Tarik did an
early morning to call because the ship
was nearing the Eielson glacier at the
end of the Rypefjord. The ship is again
sailing in unchartered waters. The front
of the glacier has a width of 4km, and
receded no less than a 350m since last
year. This is quite a distance. It is
possible to reach the ice cape by this
glacier and make the traverse to west
coast without leaving the ice.
After breakfast, at 09h30, we landed at
the Cape Hofmann Peninsula. The landing
happened in muddy waters, which was no easy. Some French ladies liked to sit down in the mud, so
they were three at the time. Luckily Christophe and Louis have saved them from being stuck forever
in the mud. We split in three groups, with the hares this time making the traverse form the
Rypefjord side of the peninsula to the Harefjord side. Since this would take some 5 hours, we had
our lunch with us. Musk oxen, dead and alive, ravens, northern weathers, snow buntings and dunlin, a
caterpillar of a moth were observed in a great landscape, colourful by the leaves of the plants.
After getting back, the ship travels trough the Øfjord, which is encased by spectacular rock walls.
So we reach the Bjørnøer (the bear islands) where the ship anchors at Jyttes Port. Here we got the
surprise diner, a barbecue with Russian music.
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26th August 2009 – Ittoqqortoormiit (20) & "Alexander Pruss Fjord" (21)
Air temperature: 5-8°C, very windy and cloudy

“I have been there, I have seen it, and I would go again.
Its like a little heaven above”
Sir Vivian Fuchs

Everybody was looking forwards to the anticipated
visit to Ittoqqortoormiit. The weather was not so
favourable, with a good swell at the landing place.
With the help of all guides and a local inhabitant,
everyone got safe on shore. Several activities were
organised, and we could admire a kayak representing
a millennium old high technology mean for hunting.
Also some musk ox meat was offered for tasting. The
tourist shop certainly had a good day. Some of us
went to the church, were a woman in the typical
Greenlandic feast clothing was greeting the visitors.
The shape of the church looked to be inspired by a
boat, and a small model of a wooden ship was hung up
near the ceiling. Another attraction was certainly the
feeding of the sledge dogs. Observations of birds in
the village included ravens and snow buntings. When
back on board we received a glimpse of the life of
this hunting community by a lecture offered by Gary
Rolfe, who lives here. It surely is a hard life. It is
amazing to hear that when your hunt did not succeed,
you will not have meat for your Christmas dinner,
unless some given. It was certainly food for thought.
After dinner the ship headed for the Blosseville
coast, south of Kangertittivaq (Scoresby Sundfjord).
Meanwhile Tarik and Rémy gave a lecture on the topic of ice. After diner we cruised into a fjord
without a name but that we named now "Alexander Pruss Fjord" in honour of the Captain. At the head
a huge also no named glacier that we named the "Multanovskiy Glacier" with a front reaching at least
40 to 50 meters height. Not less than 10 ivory gulls were observed sitting on pieces of glacier ice. A
strong katabatic wind resulted in a good wind chill effect, so most of us remained on the bridge. Also
this time the captain ventured into uncharted waters, which he really seemed to enjoy. Around 22h00
we started our traverse of Denmark Strait to Iceland.
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27th August 2009 – At sea towards Iceland
Air temperature: 4-6°C, stormy

“Human effort is not futile, but Man fights against the giant force of Nature in a spirit of
humility”
Sir Ernest Shackleton

Storm. Luckily with the wind in our back, so it was not that bad. A lecture was given by Louis on
the origin of the agriculture, one of the key moments in human history. It changed completely our
society and our relation with nature, and all the environmental problems we have now can be
brought back to the development of this knowledge. On the other hand, it made also possible that
we can for instance travel to the moon.
Tarik talked about biomimicry, which stands for technological innovation inspired by nature. It is a
way to develop more environmental friendly and also very (energy) efficient tools. It is clear that
we still have to learn much from the other organisms, which are so well adapted to their specific
environment. Rémy had an informal talk on the French explorer Jean-Baptiste Charcot, who sailed
in these waters, but quite in other conditions than we did. Onboard of the Pourquoi pas, Charcot
disappeared on the September 16, 1936 not so far from the Icelandic coast, near Akranes.
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Species list

English Name

Scientific Name

Red-throated Diver

Gavia stellata

Northern Fulmar

Fulmarus glacialis

Northern Gannet

Morus bassanus

Barnacle Goose

Branta leucopsis

Long-tailed Duck

Clangula hyemalis

Common Eider

Somateria mollissima

Purple Sandpiper

Calidris maritima

Arctic Skua

Stercorarius parasiticus

Great Skua

Stercorarius skua

Black-legged Kittiwake

Rissa tridactyla

Sabines's Gull

Larus sabini

Greater black-backed Gull

Larus marinus

Lesser black-backed Gull

Larus fuscus

Glaucous Gull

Larus hyperboreus

Ivory Gull

Pagophilla eburnea

Arctic Tern

Sterna paradisaea

Black Guillemot

Cepphus grylle

Puffin

Fratercula arctica

Little Auk
Ruddy Turnstone
Dunlin
Sanderling
Raven
Northern Wheatear
Snow Bunting

Alle alle
Arenaria interpres
Calidris alpina
Calidris alba
Corvus corax
Oenanthe oenanthe
Plectrophenax nivalis

Polar Bear

Ursus maritimus

Musk ox

Ovibos moschatus

Arctic Hare

Lepus arcticus

Ringed Seal

Phoca hispida

Harp Seal

Phoca groenlandica

Walrus

Odobenus rosmarus

Minke Whale

Balaenoptera acutorostrata
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21- "Alexander Pruss Fjord"
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Total length of this trip
2046 nm / 3789 km
Text by Louis Beyens
Photos by Christophe Gouraud (excepted page 13, photo by Rémy Marion)
Map customized by Tarik Chekchak
Text / Photos customized by Christophe Gouraud
Animal list by Christophe Gouraud
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Harry Jonker
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Colette Zeif
Maria Tortelier
Maud Tortelier
Françoise Pruilh
Patricia Cavalli
Oliver Asbach
Sven Asbach
Reine Varon
Hanna Simon
Peter Kipka
Sylviane Gangloff
Christine Dhennin
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Greta Morel
Siegfried Willig
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